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Eighteenth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  Statistical  Commission 

By  Edwin  D.  Goldfield  and  Carol  A.  Van  Horn 

Bureau  of  the  Census 


Background 

The  Statistical  Commission,  which  is  one  of  the 
functional  commissions  of  the  United  Nations 
Economic  and  Social  Council,  held  its  biennial  session 
at  the  Palais  des  Nations  in  Geneva,  October  7-  18, 
1974.  Since  the  last  session,  a  large  number  of  ques¬ 
tions  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Commission  had 
accumulated,  in  part  as  a  result  of  the  extensive  series 
of  regional  meetings  and  consultations  on  statistical 
matters. 

Participation 

The  session  was  attended  by  official  delegations  from 
22  of  the  24  countries  which  currently  comprise  the 
Commission:  Argentina,  Brazil,  Canada,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  France,  Ghana,  Hungary,  India,  Japan, 
Kenya,  Malaysia,  New  Zealand,  Sierra  Leone,  Spain, 
Sweden,  Tunisia,  Ukrainian  Soviet  Socialist  Republic, 
Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics,  United  Kingdom, 
United  States,  Uruguay,  and  Venezuela.  Representa¬ 
tives  from  Gabon  and  Sri  Lanka  did  not  attend  the  ses¬ 
sion.  Other  representatives  included  those  of  the 
specialized  agencies  (ILO,  UNESCO,  WHO,  FAO, 
IBRD,  IMF,  UPU),  GATT,  the  Economic  Commission 
for  Europe,  the  Economic  Commission  for  Africa,  the 
Economic  and  Social  Commission  for  Asia  and  the 
Pacific,  and  the  Economic  Commission  for  Western 
Asia.  All  the  delegations  were  headed  by  accredited 
representatives — generally  the  chief  statistical  officer 
for  the  national  government.  Four  observers  also  at¬ 
tended  from  member  states  of  the  United  Nations  and 
representatives  of  other  intergovernmental  and  non¬ 
governmental  organizations 

The  United  States  delegation  consisted  of  Joseph  W. 
Duncan,  Deputy  Associate  Director  for  Statistical  Poli¬ 
cy,  Office  of  Management  and  Budget,  as  the  United 
States  representative  to  the  Statistical  Commission,  and 
Edwin  D.  Goldfield,  Chief,  International  Statistical 
Programs  Center,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  as  alternate. 

The  unanimously  elected  officers  of  the  Commission 
■  were  Sir  Claus  Moser  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  Chair- 
;  man,  Lev.  M.  Volodarsky  of  the  U.S.S.R.  as  First 
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Vice-Chairman,  Ramesh  Chander  of  Malaysia  as  Second 
Vice  Chairman,  and  Ingvar  Ohlsson  of  Sweden  as  Rap¬ 
porteur.  During  Moser’s  2-day  absence  from  the  meet¬ 
ings,  Volodarsky  presided  as  Acting  Chairman. 

Work  of  the  Session 

The  following  paragraphs  report  briefly  on  the  work 
of  the  session  on  major  agenda  questions  which  are  of 
interest  to  U.S.  Government  agencies.  For  a  fuller  ac¬ 
count,  refer  to  the  Commission’s  report  on  the  session 
to  the  Economic  and  Social  Council.  Copies  of  the  re¬ 
port,  when  it  becomes  available,  may  be  purchased 
from  the  Sales  Section,  United  Nations,  New  York, 
New  York  10017. 

International  statistical  programs. — At  its  Seventeenth 
session,  the  Statistical  Commission  had  requested  a 
program  for  the  international  statistical  work  of  the 
United  Nations  and  international  bodies  to  be  prepared 
for  1975-79-  This  report  was  prepared  by  the  United 
Nations  Statistical  Office  in  cooperation  with  the 
statistical  divisions  of  the  regional  economic  commis¬ 
sions  and  the  specialized  agencies  and  presented  to  the 
Commission.  In  commenting  on  the  general  trends  in 
the  work  of  these  agencies,  the  Commission  concurred 
on  the  continuation  of  the  work  being  done  on  new 
computerized  data  bases  by  the  various  organizations, 
while  stressing  the  importance  of  coordination  of  the 
work.  The  Commission  gave  priority  to  the  implemen¬ 
tation  and  quality  of  data  over  the  further  elaboration 
of  systems. 

The  following  major  statistical  policy  objectives 
were  set  for  the  work  of  the  international  organizations 
during  the  next  5  years:  (1)  The  development  and  im¬ 
provement  of  statistics  and  analytical  presentations  of 
social  concerns  and  interrelationships  of  social  and 
economic  changes  with  special  reference  to  developing 
countries;  (2)  the  collection  of  new  basic  data  and 
further  exploitation  of  administrative  records  for  statis¬ 
tical  purposes;  and  (3)  the  creation,  maintenance,  and 
coordination  of  data  bases  of  economic  and  social  statis¬ 
tics.  The  Commission  also  asked  the  international  or- 
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ganizations  to  continue  with  recurrent  statistical  ac¬ 
tivities,  with  those  activities  designed  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Second  United  Nations  Development 
Decade,  and  with  technical  assistance  work. 

One  of  the  questions  to  which  the  Commission  was 
asked  to  address  itself  was  whether  the  computerized 
compilation  of  international  trade  statistics,  which  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  was  transferred  to  the  International  Com¬ 
puting  Center  in  Geneva,  should  now  be  transferred 
back  to  New  York.  After  discussion,  the  Commission 
endorsed  the  view  of  its  Working  Group  that  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  the  computer  work  and  associated  staff  should 
proceed  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  without  adversely  af¬ 
fecting  the  timeliness  of  the  compilations  or  the  con¬ 
venience  of  users. 

The  Commission  decided  that  the  Working  Group 
on  International  Statistical  Programs  and  Coordina¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  U.S.  representative  is  a  member, 
would  hold  its  sixth  session  in  Geneva  in  June  1975. 

Statistics  of  the  developing  countries. — Because  a  major 
concern  of  developing  and  developed  countries  is  the 
effective  and  efficient  organization  of  national  statisti¬ 
cal  services,  the  United  States  had  recommended  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Commission  that  a  seminar  be  held 
on  statistical  organization.  Such  a  seminar  was  held  in 
Ottawa  in  1973-  The  Commission  recommended  that 
the  results  of  that  successful  seminar  be  incorporated 
into  a  new  issue  of  the  United  Nations  Handbook  of 
Statistical  Organization.  The  Commission  also  en¬ 
dorsed  the  usefulness  of  the  African  Census  Program 
and  the  1980  World  Population  and  Housing  Census 
Program  and  drafted  a  resolution  that  UN  members 
carry  out  population  and  housing  censuses  during 
1975-84,  following  international  census  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

Environmental  statistics. — One  of  the  items  of  high 
priority  on  the  agenda  of  the  Statistical  Commission 
was  statistics  on  the  environment.  At  its  last  session, 
the  Commission  had  requested  the  preparation  of  a 
study  of  the  requirements  and  character  of  such  statis¬ 
tics.  Although  the  Commission  recognized  the  urgency 
of  starting  work  as  soon  as  possible,  the  program  was 
felt  to  be  overly  ambitious,  especially  in  the  ac¬ 
complishments  planned  for  a  3-year  period.  The  U.S. 
representative  urged  consideration  of  the  costs  of  im¬ 
plementing  such  a  program  since  the  U.S.  experience 
on  specific  projects  indicated  the  costs  of  a  global  pro¬ 
gram  would  be  far  greater  than  the  resources  available. 

After  discussion,  the  Commission  agreed  to  start 
work  on  a  step-by-step  approach  to  the  selection  of 
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measures  for  assessing  the  environment.  They  decided 
that  an  international  environmental  statistics  program 
should  begin  with  an  inventory  of  the  requirements  and  . 
availability  of  statistics,  then  be  followed  by  work  on 
guidelines  and  the  reorientation  of  existing  data.  The  ' 
Commission  recommended  that  the  international  com¬ 
pilation  and  collection  of  new  data  be  undertaken  in 
step  with  national  developments  and  that  the 
guidelines  should  distinguish  between  the  needs  of  the 
developed  and  developing  countries.  In  view  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  such  statistics  the  Commission  requested  a 
review  of  the  character  and  coordination  of  the  ac¬ 
tivities  on  environmental  statistics  by  the  various  in¬ 
ternational  organizations  and  that  a  report  detailing 
these  activities  be  submitted  to  the  Working  Group  on 
Environmental  Statistics  and  the  next  session  of  the 
Commission. 

System  of  social  and  demographic  statistics  (SSDS).-  | 
During  past  sessions  of  the  Statistical  Commission 
many  discussions  have  been  held  on  an  integrated  sys¬ 
tem  of  demographic,  manpower,  and  other  social 
statistics.  A  study  of  the  extent  to  which  such  an  ap¬ 
proach  can  provide  the  kinds  of  data  needed  for  national 
policy  purposes  had  been  requested  by  the  Expert 
Group  in  1973  and  was  reviewed  by  the  Commission  at 
this  session.  The  Commission  also  considered  the 
character  of  such  a  program  for  developing  countries 
and  a  set  of  draft  guidelines  for  the  delineation  of  social 
indicators. 

The  report  clarified  the  basic  nature  of  the  SSDS  and 
its  uses,  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  that  ! 
further  thought  must  be  given  to  the  ultimate  goals  of 
such  a  plan.  The  Commission  agreed  that  the  SSDS 
should  not  be  considered  as  a  set  of  preplanned  tables 
(e.g.,  not  as  a  fully  developed  system)  but  as  a  worth-  ' 
while  approach  to  the  general  structure  of  developing 
social  and  demographic  statistics.  Some  members  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  for  a  simplified  version  to  be  designed 
for  developing  countries,  as  the  full  version  was  too 
complex.  Others  viewed  it  as  a  process  of  systematiza¬ 
tion,  the  immediate  objective  being  the  improvement  ) 
and  restructuring  of  social  statistics  with  the  full  SSDS 
as  the  long-term  goal.  A  possible  alternate  strategy, 
suggested  by  the  U.S.  representative,  placed  emphasis 
on  data  priorities  according  to  a  country’s  state  of  de¬ 
velopment  and  concerns. 

I 

After  considerable  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the 
report  and  two  other  documents  on  the  potential  uses  of 
the  program  and  character  of  this  approach  for  develop¬ 
ing  countries  would  be  circulated  for  comment,  re¬ 
vised,  and  considered  by  the  Commission  at  its  next 
session. 
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Statistical  classifications. — The  Commission  com¬ 
pleted  action  on  and  approved  the  Standard  Interna¬ 
tional  Trade  Classification  (SITC),  Revision  2.  The 
Commission  requested  the  Secretary  General  to  publish 
the  revised  SITC,  together  with  commodity  indexes, 
the  subdivided  Brussels  Tariff  Nomenclature  (BTN) 
and  the  correlation  codes  between  the  SITC  Rev.  2  and 
the  BTN  as  well  as  revising  the  Classification  by  Broad 
Economic  Categories  to  take  account  of  the  SITC  Rev. 
2.  The  Commission  urged  member  states  to  report  ex¬ 
ternal  trade  data  according  to  the  SITC  Rev.  2,  and 
instructed  the  United  Nations  to  publish  SITC  data  in 
the  form  of  Revision  2  beginning  in  1976. 


iThe  Commission  reviewed  the  development  since  the 
Sixteenth  session  of  the  UNESCO  Draft  International 
Standard  Classification  of  Education  and  the  Draft  In- 
j  ternational  Standard  Classification  of  All  Goods  and 
f  Services  (ICGS).  It  was  agreed  that  the  ICGS  should  be 
OS).-  j  aligned  as  far  as  possible  with  the  SITC  Rev.  2. 
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International  trade  reconciliation. — As  a  result  of  dis¬ 
cussions  by  the  Working  Group  in  International  Statis¬ 
tical  Programs  and  Coordination,  a  report  on  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  study  of  international  trade  statistics  was 
submitted  for  consideration  by  the  Commission.  The 
report  proposed  a  comprehensive  study  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  in  trade  statistics  reported  by  trading  partners. 
The  report  also  recommended  the  convening  of  an  ex¬ 
pert  group  to  study  the  results  and  to  formulate  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  work.  Copies  of  a  report  by  the  United  States- 
Canada  Trade  Statistics  Committee,  “The  Reconcilia¬ 
tion  of  United  States-Canada,  Trade  Statistics,  1970”, 
were  distributed  at  the  session. 

Several  of  rhe  delegates  felt  that,  although  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  have  accurate  foreign  trade  statistics,  in 
most  countries  foreign  trade  data  are  more  accurate 
than  data  in  other  fields  and  therefore  should  not  be 
considered  a  priority  item  for  further  improvements. 
The  alternate  U.S.  representative  stated  that  this  was 
not  always  true  because  administrative  records  do  not 
always  produce  honest,  accurate,  and  complete  statis¬ 
tics.  He  urged  the  Commission  not  to  discount  this 
proposal  as  an  unnecessary  luxury.  During  the  discus¬ 
sion  on  this  item  it  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Commission  by  several  delegates  from  the  developing 
countries  that  in  their  cases  the  sources  of  inconsistency 
in  foreign  trade  data  are  greater.  Particular  problems  of 
the  developing  countries  include  trade  carried  on  by 
monopolies  and  making  appropriate  valuations. 

The  Commission  agreed  that  international  trade  re¬ 
conciliation  was  a  worthwhile  proposal  and  requested 
the  Statistical  Office  of  the  United  Nations  to  give  it 


further  study.  The  Commission  also  noted  the  offer  of 
both  the  United  States  and  Canada  to  provide  assistance 
to  countries  wishing  to  reconcile  their  bilateral  trade 
and  expressed  its  appreciation  to  Leonard  Jackson  of  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Jacob  Ryten  of  Statistics 
Canada  for  their  work  in  this  area.  Messrs.  Jackson  and 
Ryten  attended  this  part  of  the  session  and  participated 
in  the  discussion. 

Other  subjects. — As  a  result  of  action  taken  or  decisions 
reached  on  other  topics  on  the  agenda  for  the 
Eighteenth  session,  further  progress  is  expected  in  the 
Commission’s  efforts  to  improve  the  adequacy  and  in¬ 
ternational  comparability  of  the  statistical  data  availa¬ 
ble  for  all  countries.  Other  subjects  which  were  consi¬ 
dered  included  a  revised  version  of  the  international 
recommendations  on  statistics  of  the  distributive  trades 
and  services.  These  recommendations  had  been  revised, 
taking  into  account  the  views  expressed  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  at  its  Seventeenth  session  and  comments  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  member  countries.  The  Commission 
agreed  unanimously  that  the  revised  version  dealt  satis¬ 
factorily  with  the  views  expressed  at  the  earlier  session. 
The  Secretariat  was  asked  to  revise  the  document  again 
following  the  comments  made  at  the  present  session 
and  to  issue  it  as  the  international  recommendations  on 
statistics  of  the  distributive  trades. 

The  Commission  also  adopted  (after  revisions  accord¬ 
ing  to  comments  made  at  this  session)  draft  guidelines 
for  the  use  of  developing  countries  in  programs  of 
statistics  on  the  distribution  of  income,  consumption, 
and  accumulation,  and  draft  international  guidelines 
for  the  national  and  sector  balance  sheet  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion  accounts  of  the  System  of  National  Accounts. 

In  reviewing  the  publications  program  of  the  United 
Nations  Statistical  Office,  the  Commission  stressed  the 
importance  of  starting  the  publication  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Statistical  Reporter  as  soon  as  possible.  They  also 
recommended  publication  of  the  Directory  of  Interna¬ 
tional  Statistics,  which  is  a  directory  of  all  statistical 
services  available  within  the  United  Nations  system, 
and  the  Statistical  Pocketbook.  Copies  of  a  new  publica¬ 
tion,  o/ a,  1971,  were  dis¬ 

tributed  at  the  meeting  for  review. 

The  draft  provisional  agenda  for  the  Nineteenth  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Statistical  Commission  was  adopted.  Items 
on  the  agenda  for  this  session  include  the  1980  World 
Program  of  Population  and  Housing  Censuses,  statis¬ 
tics  of  the  environment,  public  finance  statistics,  and 
statistical  organization.  The  representative  to  the 
Commission  from  India  extended  an  invitation  to  hold 
the  Nineteenth  session  in  New  Delhi  in  November 
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1976.  The  Commission  accepted  the  invitation,  noting 
that  it  would  be  the  first  time  that  the  Commission  has 
met  in  a  location  other  than  New  York  or  Geneva  and 
would  provide  members  the  opportunity  to  observe 
first  hand  the  conditions  affecting  statistical  activities 
in  a  developing  country. 

Conclusions 

Sessions  of  the  United  Nations  Statistical  Commis¬ 
sion  convey  a  strong  impression  of  the  competence  and 


objectivity  of  the  Commission  members  and  their  un¬ 
derstanding  of  and  dedication  to  the  Commission’s  ob¬ 
jectives  of  improving  statistical  programs  and  achiev¬ 
ing  greater  international  comparability  of  data. 

The  decisions  reached  on  agenda  questions  and  the 
conclusions  expressed  in  the  Commission’s  report  rep¬ 
resented  a  clear  consensus  of  the  points  of  view  arrived 
at  the  session  by  the  various  delegations.  The  unanim¬ 
ity  of  decisions  reflects  the  high  level  of  technical  and 
professional  preparation  for  the  session  by  all  members.  ' 


CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


AREA  ECONOMIC  PROJECTIONS  1990 

Area  Economic  Projections  1 990,  a  set  of  long-term  re¬ 
gional  projections  of  personal  income,  employment, 
and  population,  marks  the  first  time  ptojections  have 
been  published  by  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  for 
BEA  economic  areas.  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical 
Ateas  (SMSA’s),  and  non-SMSA  portions  of  economic 
areas.  These  projections  are  consistent  with  historical 
local-area  income  estimates  ptepared  by  the  Bureau. 


In  1972-3,  the  Federal  Statistics  Users 
Conference — American  Statistical  Association  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Integrity  of  Federal  Statistics  (chaired  by 
Joseph  W.  Duncan)  once  again  underscored  the  princi-  ' 
pies  in  Circular  No.  A-9  I  in  the  committee’s  report  1 
entitled,  "Maintaining  the  Integrity  of  the  Federal 
Statistical  System.’’  This  report  was  published  in  its 
entirety  in  the  American  Statistician  of  April  1973  and 
noted  in  the  June  1973  issue  of  Statistical  Reporter. 


Copies  of  Area  Economic  Projections  1990:  States  and 
Regions,  BEA  Economic  Areas,  SMSA's,  Non-SMSA  Por¬ 
tions  of  BEA  Economic  Areas  are  available  from  the  dis¬ 
trict  offices  of  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  at  a  price  of 
$3-05.  The  stock  number  is  0324-00480.  (HENRY  L. 
DeGraff,  regional  economic  analysis  division, 

BUREAU  OF  ECONOMIC  ANALYSIS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 
COMMERCE,  telephone  (202)  523-0528.) 

PROMPT  COMPILATION  AND  RELEASE  OF  STATISTICS 

The  basic  instrument  used  to  implement  policy  con¬ 
cerning  the  release  of  statistics  is  the  Office  of  Man¬ 
agement  and  Budget  (OMB)  Circular  No.  A-91.  This 
circular  was  first  issued  on  February  8,  1969,  by  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  President,  and  provided  guidelines  to  speed 
up  the  release  of  statistics.  It  also  provided  for  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  advance  schedules  of  release  dates  for  the 
principal  economic  indicators. 

On  December  27,  1971,  George  Shultz,  then  Direc¬ 
tor  of  OMB,  issued  a  Cabinet  memorandum  underscor¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  "one-hour 
rule,”  i.e.  a  1-hour  separation  between  issuance  of  data 
and  release  of  related  commentary. 


Recently  the  Statistical  Policy  Division  has  further 
emphasized  the  importance  of  these  principles.  Earlier 
this  year  the  principles  were  applied  to  a  specific  situa- , 
tion  at  the  Bureau  of  Mines.  The  Bureau  of  Mines  col¬ 
lects  data  on  a  variety  of  minerals.  These  data  were 
being  made  available  on  a  timely  basis  through  pre¬ 
release  of  the  statistics  in  response  to  telephone  in¬ 
quiries.  Upon  review  of  this  process,  and  in  conjunc-  ' 
tion  with  a  desire  to  assure  prompt  release  of  informa¬ 
tion,  a  policy  was  developed  which  provides  for  clear 
dissemination  of  data  release  times,  a  public  an¬ 
nouncement  identifying  individual  commodity 
specialists  and  their  telephone  numbers,  and  an  explicir 
effort  to  disseminate  such  information  broadly  to  assure 
that  all  those  interested  have  equal  access  to  the  fig¬ 
ures. 

On  October  21,  1974,  the  Office  of  Managemenr 
and  Budget  implemented  a  revision  of  Circular  No. 
A-91  which  prohibits  the  prerelease  of  any  statistical) 
series,  underscoring  the  importance  of  prompt  releasel 
to  all  recipients,  both  public  and  governmental,  at  the 
same  time.  Thus,  in  the  area  of  economic  statistics,  the 
practice  of  circulating  figures  within  the  governmeni 
during  the  period  between  final  compilation  of  the 
statistics  and  the  actual  availability  of  press  releases 
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showing  the  statistics  has  been  stopped.  It  was  the 
judgement  of  Federal  economic  policymakers  that  the 
risk  of  prerelease  of  Federal  statistics  would  undermine 
the  public  confidence  in  statistics  to  a  far  greater  extent 
than  could  be  justified  by  the  few  hours  of  advance 
notice  to  the  economic  policymakers  for  developing 
commentary  consistent  with  the  “one-hour  rule.” 
Under  current  policy,  the  full  responsiblity  for  release 
of  statistical  information  rests  with  the  professional 
statisticians  and  efforts  are  underway  to  ensure  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  information  until  it  is  available  for  re¬ 
lease  to  all  those  interested  both  inside  and  outside  of 
the  Federal  Government. 

The  full  text  of  Circular  No.  A-91  as  revised  and 
dated  October  21,  1974  is  shown  below. 

TO  THE  HEADS  OF  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS 
AND  ESTABLISHMENTS 

SUBJECT:  Prompt  compilation  and  release  of  statis¬ 
tical  information 

1.  Purpose.  The  purpose  of  this  Circular  is  to  insure 
that  the  principal  statistical  series  which  are  issued  by 
agencies  to  the  public  annually  or  more  frequently  are 
released  without  unnecessary  delay  and  that  the  publi¬ 
cation  dates  for  the  principal  weekly,  monthly,  and 
quarterly  indicators  are  made  publicly  available  in  ad¬ 
vance.  The  prompt  release  of  official  statistics  on  a  reg¬ 
ular  schedule  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  proper  man¬ 
agement  of  both  private  and  public  affairs. 

2.  Rescission.  This  Circular  supersedes  and  rescinds 
Circular  No.  A-91,  dated  April  26,  1972.  It  clarifies 
the  prohibition  against  prerelease  of  any  statistical 
series,  underscoring  the  importance  of  prompt  release 
to  all  recipients  both  public  and  intragovernmental. 
The  release  date  of  principal  indicators  will  continue  to 
be  identified  each  month  in  the  OMB  publication, 
Statistical  Reporter,  with  provision  for  earlier  publica¬ 
tion  if  data  become  available  before  the  preannounced 
datb. 

3.  Authority.  This  Circular  is  issued  under  the  author¬ 
ity  of  Section  103  of  the  Budget  and  Accounting  Proce¬ 
dures  Act  of  September  12,  1950  (31  U.S.C.  18b), 
Executive  Order  10253  of  June  11,  1951,  and  Executive 
Order  11541  of  July  1,  1970. 

4.  Coverage.  The  Circular  applies  to  all  statistical  series 
issued  by  agencies  to  the  public  annually  or  more  fre¬ 
quently,  unless  otherwise  exempted  by  the  OMB. 

5.  Objectives.  It  is  the  aim  of  this  Circular  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  following  objectives: 


a.  The  shortest  practicable  interval  should  exist  be¬ 
tween  the  date  or  period  to  which  the  data  refer  and  the 
date  when  compilation  is  completed.  Prompt  public  re¬ 
lease  of  the  figures  should  be  made  after  compilation. 

In  the  case  of  principal  indicators,  the  goal  is  to  ac¬ 
complish  compilation  and  release  to  the  public  within 
20  working  days.  Within  this  period  no  more  than  2 
working  days  should  be  allowed  for  the  public  release  of 
data,  unless  other  arrangements  are  approved  by  the 
OMB. 

b.  There  shall  be  no  release  of  data  estimates  prior  to 
official  press  notification  at  either  10:00  a.m.  or  4:00 
p.m.  on  these  specified  release  dates  with  the  sole  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  Chairman  of  the  CEA  who  will  receive 
prerelease  information  when  available  on  behalf  of  the 
President.  However,  at  the  time  of  distribution  of  the 
materials  to  the  press  offices  statistical  agencies  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  distribution  of  the  full  press  release  to  the 
principal  economic  policymakers  in  the  Quadriad 
(Chairman  of  the  CEA,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Chairman  of  the  FRS,  Director  OMB)  as  well  as  the 
Assistant  to  the  President  for  Economic  Affairs.  Each 
statistical  agency  is  responsible  for  establishing  proce¬ 
dures  to  assure  that  there  will  be  no  premature  release 
of  statistical  series  during  the  period  of  time  required 
for  preparation  and  duplication  of  press  releases. 

c.  Release  date  for  principal  Economic  Indicators 
will  appear  each  month  in  the  OMB  publication.  Statis¬ 
tical  Reporter.  Care  should  be  taken  in  scheduling  these 
release  dates  so  that  they  can  be  met  and  so  that  they  do 
insure  prompt  release  of  the  series  as  specified  above. 

d.  Figures  which  become  available  earlier  than  the 
published  release  date  should  be  released  when  availa¬ 
ble  unless  specifically  directed  otherwise  by  OMB. 
Economic  Advisers  of  the  Quadriad  who  receive  a  press 
release  at  the  time  it  goes  to  the  pressroom  should  be 
alerted  if  early  advance  is  anticipated. 

e.  Initial  release  of  statistical  series  should  be  made 
by  the  statistical  agency  in  a  written  report.  A  press 
release  should  be  issued  if  it  would  significantly  speed 
up  the  release  of  the  data  to  the  public.  There  should  be 
a  one-hour  separation  between  the  issuance  of  the  re¬ 
lease  by  the  statistical  agency  and  related  commentary. 

6.  Responsibilities.  Each  agency  is  directed  to  review 
continually  its  practices  in  releasing  statistical  series  to 
the  public  and  to  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  objectives  of  this  Circular. 

7.  Reports  and  records.  Each  agency  that  publishes 
statistics  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Circular  will 
submit  reports  to  the  OMB  and  maintain  records  in  ac- 
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cordance  with  instructions  in  the  Attachment  and  in 
the  formats  of  the  Exhibit. 

8.  Inquiries.  For  any  information  concerning  this  Cir¬ 
cular,  please  call  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  Statistical  Policy  Division,  telephone:  code 
103-3730  or  395-3730. 

(Signed)  ROY  L.  ASH, 
Director. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  REPORTS  ON  RELEASE  OF 
STATISTICAL  SERIES 

General.  The  Exhibit  shows  the  type  of  information 
that  will  be  reported  to  OMB  under  this  Circular.  For 
identification  purposes  each  report  will  be  designated 
as  an  “A,”  “B,”  or  "C”  report  in  the  format  shown  in 
the  Exhibit.  Line  entries  should  be  single  spaced,  with 
a  blank  space  separating  quarters  in  the  case  of  series 
released  quarterly  or  more  frequently  and  years  in  the 
case  of  annual  and  semi-annual  series.  The  year  should 
be  shown  for  all  dates.  Each  report  should  be  on  8”  x 
IOV2”  paper  arranged  in  the  order  of  the  Exhibit.  A 
separate  report  should  be  made  for  each  series,  showing 
at  the  top  the  agency  name,  series  title,  and  frequency 
of  release  for  the  series.  The  original  and  one  copy  of 
the  reports  will  be  submitted  to  the  Chief  Statistician, 
Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget. 

Definitions. 

1.  Reference  date.  This  is  the  date,  or  the  last  day  of 
the  period,  to  which  the  data  apply. 

2.  Compilation  date.  Compilation  is  completed  at  the 
time  the  data  are  approved  as  correct  by  the  agency  offi¬ 
cial  responsible  for  final  review  of  the  series,  exclusive 
of  interpretation  or  preparation  of  material  for  publica¬ 
tion. 

3.  Release  date  (month  for  annual  and  semi-annual 
reports).  The  release  date  is  the  date  that  the  series  first 
becomes  available  to  the  public,  whether  in  prelimi¬ 
nary  or  final  form. 

4.  Working  days  elapsed.  Entries  should  be  computed 
as  the  number  of  working  days  between  the  reference 
date  and  the  compilation  and  release  dates. 

Reports. 

1.  Principal  economic  indicators.  Agencies  publishing 
series  which  are  listed  each  month  in  the  Statistical  Re¬ 
porter  will  report  quarterly  to  OMB  in  the  format  of 
report  "A”  in  the  EXHIBIT.  The  report  will  cover  all 
such  series  which  have  reference  dates  in  the  quarter 
and  will  show  the  reference  date  or  period,  scheduled 


and  actual  compilation  dates,  scheduled  and  actual  re¬ 
lease  dates,  and  working  days  elapsed  from  reference 
date  to  compilation  and  release.  In  addition,  advance 
schedules  of  release  dates  should  be  provided  for  the 
next  quarter.  Also  actual  compilation  and  release  dates 
not  previously  reported  for  series  with  reference  dates 
or  period  in  earlier  quarters  should  be  shown.  Each  re-  ■ 
port  should  include  data  for  the  base  period  (4th  quar¬ 
ter  1968),  the  quarter  covered  in  the  previous  report 
and  the  current  quarter.  The  report  is  due  in  OMB  on 
the  10th  working  day  after  the  end  of  the  quarter. 

2.  Other  statistical  series.  Agencies  publishing  other 
statistical  series  will  report  annually  to  OMB  on  such 
series.  Advance  schedules  of  release  dates  need  not  be 
submitted  for  these  series,  but  should  be  available  at 
the  agency  for  public  inspection.  Annual  reports  are  I 
due  in  OMB  on  the  10th  working  day  after  the  first  of 
July. 

a.  Weekly,  monthly,  and  quarterly  series  with  refer¬ 
ence  dates  that  fall  within  the  first  quarter  of  the  calendar  > 
year.  The  report  of  these  series  will  be  in  the  format  of 
report  “B”  in  the  Exhibit.  It  will  cover  all  weekly, 
monthly,  and  quarterly  statistical  series  not  listed  in 
the  Statistical  Reporter  and  having  reference  dates  in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  calendar  year.  It  should  show  the 
reference  date  or  period,  actual  compilation  and  release  ' 
dates,  and  working  days  elapsed  from  reference  date  to  \ 
compilation  and  release.  Each  report  should  include 
data  for  the  base  period  (4th  quarter  1968),  the  quarter 
covered  in  the  previous  report  and  the  current  quarter. 
Only  one  "B”  report  is  required  each  year  for  each 
series. 

b.  Annual  and  semi-annual  series  with  reference  dates 
within  the  preceding  calendar  year.  The  report  of  these 
series  shall  be  in  the  format  of  “C”  in  the  Exhibit.  The 
initial  "C”  report  will  cover  annual  and  semi-annual 
statistical  series  having  reference  dates  in  calendar  years 
1970,  which  will  serve  as  the  base  period,  and  1971. 
Only  the  reference  date  or  period,  the  expected  and  ac¬ 
tual  month  of  release,  and  months  elapsed  from  refer¬ 
ence  date  to  release  need  be  shown.  Future  reports 
should  include  all  historical  data  and  data  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  year. 

EXHIBIT 

CIRCULAR  NO.  A-9I  I 

REPORT  ON  RELEASE  OF  STATISTICAL  SERIES 

Agency - 

Series  Title - - 

FrequetKy - 
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SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  STU¬ 
DENTS 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  published  a  report  on 
the  social  and  economic  characteristics  of  students  3  to 
34  years  old.  The  data  are  based  on  results  from  the 
Current  Population  Survey  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  in  October  1973  and  relate  to  the  civilian 
noninstitutional  population. 

The  report  shows  the  enrollment  status  and  level  of 
school  of  persons  3  to  34  years  old,  by  age,  sex,  race, 
Spanish  origin,  and  metropolitan-nonmetropolitan  res¬ 
idence.  For  persons  18  to  24  years  old,  the  report  shows 
enrollment  status  of  family  members  by  sex,  race, 
Spanish  origin,  marital  status,  and  family  income  and 
type  of  college  in  which  enrolled.  Included  also  are  data 
on  single  grade  of  enrollment  by  single  year  of  age  for 
persons  3  to  34  years  old  and  modal  grade  of  enrollment 
for  persons  3  to  2  1  years  old  and  enrollment  rates  by 
age  since  I960. 

This  report  also  contains  data  on  the  social  and 
economic  characteristics  of  college  undergraduates 
which,  since  1970,  had  been  issued  in  separate  Series 
P-20  reports. 

Copies  of  the  report,  "Social  and  Economic  Charac¬ 
teristics  of  Students:  October  1973”  Current  Population 


Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  272  (69  pp.,  $1.20)  may  be 
purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Jerry  T.  Jennings,  population  division, 
BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  telephone  (301)  763-5050.) 

1974  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 

The  95th  annual  issue  of  the  Statistical  Abstract  of  the 
United  States  has  been  released  by  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  Each  year  the  more  than  1,300  tables  and 
charts  which  appear  in  this  volume  are  reviewed  and 
evaluated.  New  tables  and  charts  of  current  interest  are 
added,  continuing  series  are  brought  up  to  date,  and 
less  timely  data  are  curtailed  or  eliminated. 

There  are  66  entirely  new  tables  in  this  edition  of  the 
Statistical  Abstract.  In  keeping  with  heightened  current 
interest  in  energy  and  fuels,  1 1  new  tables  are  pre¬ 
sented  including  data  on  energy  consumption  indi¬ 
cators,  oil  imports  by  country  of  origin,  sales  and  prof¬ 
its  for  petroleum  and  coal  products,  average  electricity 
use  and  billing  per  utility  customer,  and  residential 
heating  gas  prices.  Among  other  new  tables  are  those 
on  characteristics  of  the  blind,  newly-licensed  and 
foreign  physicians,  net  worth  of  top  wealth  holders, 
suicide  rates  for  selected  countries,  prices  of  new  one- 
family  houses  sold,  crime  rates  for  violent  crimes  in 
cities,  election  campaign  costs  for  national  offices, 
commercial  radio  and  TV  stations  affiliated  with  news¬ 
papers,  railroads  controlled  by  conglomerates,  U.S. 
multinational  companies,  and  pre-retirement  age 
characteristics. 

The  section  on  “Statistics  for  Federal  Administrative 
Regions  and  States,"  introduced  in  the  1973  edition, 
has  been  updated  and  presents  a  broad  selection  of  so¬ 
cial  and  economic  data  for  the  ten  standard  Federal  reg¬ 
ions,  as  designated  by  the  U.S.  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget,  and  their  component  States.  This  section, 
combined  with  the  “Metropolitan  Area  Statistics”  sec¬ 
tion,  is  also  available  separately  in  a  special  reprint. 
Statistics  for  Federal  Regions,  States,  and  Metropolitan 
Areas,  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents  at  $1. 15  per  copy  (discount  of  25%  on 
orders  of  100  copies  or  more  sent  to  the  same  address.) 

USA  Statistics  in  Brief,  a  loose,  pocket-size  insert, 
included  for  the  first  time  in  1972,  has  been  updated 
and  is  also  available  separately  for  25  cents. 

This  year’s  edition  also  includes  a  user  questionnaire 
separately  inserted  at  the  front  of  the  book.  Users  are 
requested  to  help  improve  the  Abstract  by  sending  us 
their  responses  to  the  questions. 
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The  Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  States:  1974. 
(1048  pp.)  may  be  purchased  in  either  a  clothbound 
edition  ($10.20)  or  paperbound  ($6.85)  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (WILLIAM 
Lerner,  data  user  services  division,  bureau  of 
THE  CENSUS,  telephone  (301)  763-7024.) 

MEASURING  MARKETS 

Measuring  Markets,  A  Guide  to  the  Use  of  Federal  and 
State  Statistical  Data  was  recently  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  Domestic  Commerce,  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce.  The  publication  is  a  compilation  of  sources  of 
statistics,  published  by  Federal  and  State  Govern¬ 
ments,  which  are  useful  for  analyzing  markets.  It  de¬ 
scribes  the  more  important  statistical  series,  i.e,  popu¬ 
lation,  income,  employment,  sales,  and  taxes  which  are 
useful  in  market  measurements.  It  also  presents  a 
number  of  measurable  characteristics  and  dimensions  of 
a  market  and  case  examples  illustrating  how  govern¬ 
ment  statistics  can  aid  economic,  financial,  and  mar¬ 
keting  analysts. 

Measuring  Markets  (71  pp.)  is  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402,  for  $  1. 35  a 
copy.  (Theodore  A.  Nelson,  bureau  of  domestic 
COMMERCE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone 

(202)  967-5253.) 

PSYCHIATRIC  DISABILITY  APPLICANTS 

The  Social  Security  Administration  recently  released 
the  first  of  a  series  of  reports  from  the  Longitudinal 
Sample  of  Disability  Insurance  Applicants  (LSDIA). 
This  continuous  longitudinal  sample  was  initiated  in 
July  1968  and  draws  its  cases  from  all  primary-insured 
(worker)  cases  applying  for  disability  benefits  under  so¬ 
cial  security. 

The  first  report  is  entitled  An  Examination  of  the  Re¬ 
consideration  Process:  Psychiatric  Impairment .  Drawn  from 
cases  received  in  fiscal  year  1970,  it  examines  a  sys¬ 
tematic  random  sample  of  initial  applicants  for  benefits 
due  to  psychiatric  disabiliry.  Selected  characteristics  of 
psychiatric  cases  are  studied  together  with  their  rela¬ 
tionship  to  three  sequential  stages  of  the  adjudicative 
process:  the  initial  decision,  filing  for  reconsideration 
of  the  initial  decision;  and  the  reconsideration  decision. 
The  data  show  that  30%  of  the  initial  applicants  were 
allowed  benefits;  27%  of  those  denied  filed  for  recon¬ 
sideration,  and  36%  of  those  denied  won  an  allowance 
of  benefits  at  the  reconsideration  level.  Furthermore, 
the  rates  of  initial  allowance,  reconsideration  filing. 


and  reconsideration  allowance  were  found  to  increase 
with  the  overall  level  of  severity  of  psychiatric  impair¬ 
ment. 

Single  copies  of  An  Examination  of  the  Reconsideration 
Process:  Psychiatric  Impairment  (LSDIA  Report  No.  1, 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (SSA)  75-1 1775)  are  available 
for  official  use  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of 
Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administra¬ 
tion,  Room  1120  Universal  North  Building,  1875 
Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.  Washington,  D.C.  20009 
(telephone  (202)  382-3261  or  within  Government, 
128-3261).  Agencies  and  offices  desiring  all  future  re¬ 
leases  of  reports  from  the  LSDIA  should  forward  re¬ 
quests  to  the  same  address.  (ROBERT  ROBINSON,  CHIEF, 
PUBLICATIONS  STAFF,  OFFICE  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATIS¬ 
TICS,  SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION.) 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  REGISTRATIONS  BY  SMSA's 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Transportation’s  Federal 
Highway  Administration  has  published  a  compilation 
of  1973  motor  vehicle  registrations  by  Standard  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (SMSA’s).  Registrations  are 
shown  for  three  vehicle  types:  Automobile,  trucks,  and 
motorcycles.  The  tabulations  were  made  from  county 
registration  data  provided  by  the  States. 

Data  are  shown  for  224  of  the  265  SMSA’s  in  the 
United  States.  The  SMSA’s  for  which  registration  totals 
are  shown  include  66%  of  all  automobiles  registered 
and  contain  65%  of  the  nation’s  population.  The  very 
large  SMSA’s  show  a  slightly  lower  automobile  owner¬ 
ship  rate  per  person  than  the  less  populous  ones. 

Copies  of  “Motor-Vehicle  Registrations  by  Standard 
Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas — 1973  ”  are  available 
from  the  Federal  Highway  Administration,  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Transportation,  400  Seventh  Street,  S.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20590. 

BUSINESS  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  released  the  Pre¬ 
liminary  Report,  Statistics  of  Income— 1972,  Business  In¬ 
come  Tax  Returns,  which  presents  data  from  the  returns 
of  proprietorship  and  partnership  businesses.  Receipts, 
deductions,  and  profits,  covering  the  business  ac¬ 
tivities  of  the  more  than  11  million  unincorporated 
businesses,  are  shown  in  four  tables.  Data  are  presented 
by  190  industry  groupings  adapted  from  the  1972 
Standard  Industrial  Classification  Manual.  All  data  in 
the  report  are  estimates  based  on  samples. 

Copies  of  the  28-page  publication  may  be  purchased 
for  65  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
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U. S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (E.  J.  DlPOLO,  CHIEF,  BUSINESS  STATISTICS 
STAFF,  STATISTICS  DIVISION,  INTERNAL  REVENUE  SER¬ 
VICE,  telephone  (202)  964-4986.) 

1975  INDUSTRIAL  OUTLOOK 

The  1975  edition  o(U.S.  Industrial  Outlooft  •wzs  re¬ 
leased  on  November  7  by  the  Bureau  of  Domestic 
Commerce,  Department  of  Commerce.  The  annual 
publication  contains  narrative  and  statistical  analyses 
for  more  than  200  manufacturing  and  nonmanufactur¬ 
ing  industries  or  closely  related  industry  groups.  Sig¬ 
nificant  industry  developments  during  the  past  year  are 
reviewed,  including  the  effect  of  commodity  shortages 
on  certain  industries  and  the  impact  of  energy  problems 
on  industry  activity.  Activity  levels  for  1975  and  1980 
are  also  projected.  This  edition  also  includes  flow 
charts  depicting  the  interrelationships  between 
selected  major  industry  groups  and  their  principal 
suppliers  and  customers  as  well  as  three  special  reports 
covering  conservation  of  energy,  material  shortages, 
and  population  trends. 

V . S.  Industrial  Outlook  1975  is  for  sale  at  $4.00  a  copy 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402,  or 
through  any  Commerce  Department  district  office. 
(David  N.  Cohen,  bureau  of  domestic  commerce, 

DOMESTIC  AND  INTERNATIONAL  BUSINESS  ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (202) 
967-3674.) 
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RECENT  VITAL  AND  HEALTH  STATISTICS  REPORTS 

A  brief  description  is  given  below  of  some  of  the  re¬ 
ports  recently  published  by  the  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics  in  the  vital  and  health  statistics 
series.  Copies  may  be  purchased,  at  the  prices  indi¬ 
cated,  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
When  ordering,  please  include  the  DHEW  publication 
number. 

Series  2  (Data  evaluation  and  methods  research) 

The  National  Ambulatory  Medical  Care  Survey:  Symptom 
Classification  (No.  63,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA) 
75-1337,  35  pp.,  70  cents)  is  the  first  attempt  of  the 
National  Center  for  Health  Statistics  to  develop  a 
methodology  for  classifying  patients’  symptoms,  com¬ 
plaints,  problems,  and  reasons  for  seeking  ambulatory 
medical  care. 


based  United  States  Life  Tables  by  Dentulous  or  Edentulous 
lents,  Condition,  1971  and  7957—58  (No.  64,  DHEW  Publi¬ 


cation  No.  (HRA)  75-1338,  18  pp.,  60  cents)  com¬ 
bines  data  on  edentulousness  from  1957—58  and  1971 
with  life  tables  for  comparable  periods  in  order  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  probability  that  a  dentulous  person  (i.e.,  one 
who  has  at  least  one  natural  tooth)  at  a  specified  age 
will  be  still  alive  but  edentulous  at  a  subsequent  age. 
For  a  dentulous  person  at  a  stated  age,  estimates  can 
also  be  made  of  the  division  of  the  average  remaining 
years  of  life  into  dentulous  and  edentulous  years.  The 
data  on  edentulousness  were  collected  in  the  Health  In¬ 
terview  Surveys  of  July  1957— June  1958  and 
January— December  1971. 

Series  10  (Data  from  the  Health  Interview  Survey) 

Edentulous  Persons,  United  States— 1971  (No.  89, 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA)  74—1516,  31  pp.,  70 
cents)  presents  information  on  edentulous  persons — 
those  who  have  lost  all  their  natural  teeth.  Data  on  the 
prevalence  of  edentulous  persons  are  presented  by  age, 
sex,  race,  income,  education,  and  place  of  residence. 
Data  are  also  presented  on  utilization  of  dental  services 
and  use  of  dentures  by  persons  who  have  lost  all  their 
natural  teeth. 

Prevalence  of  Chronic  Skin  and  Musculoskeletal  Condi¬ 
tions,  United  States,  1969  (No.  92,  DHEW  Publication 
No.  (HRA)  75-1519,  59  pp.,  $  1.05)  presents  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  prevalence  of  chronic  skin  and  musculo¬ 
skeletal  conditions  and  on  measures  of  impact  of  these 
conditions  on  the  population.  Data  on  each  condition 
are  shown  by  age  and  demographic  characteristics. 

Series  1 1  (Data  from  the  Health  Examination  Survey) 

Parent  Ratings  of  Behavioral  Patterns  of  Youths  12—17 
Years,  United  States  (No.  137,  DHEW  Publication  No. 
(HRA)  74-1619,  59  pp. ,  $  1.00)  presents  basic  data  on 
parent  ratings  of  certain  behavioral  patterns  related  to 
growth  and  development  by  sex  and  age  for  youths 
12-17  years  of  age  in  the  noninstitutionalized  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States. 

Skinfold  Thickness  of  youths  12—17  Years,  United  States 
(No.  132,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA)  74-1614, 
68  pp.,  $1.05)  is  a  report  on  skinfold  measurements  at 
five  anatomical  sites  presented  and  discussed  by  age, 
sex,  race,  and  geographic  region  of  the  country  for 
youths  12-17  years  of  age  in  the  United  States,  1966— 
70.  Publication  of  this  report  completes  a  series  de¬ 
scribing  and  analyzing  the  quantity  and  distribution  of 
subcutaneous  fat  in  individuals  and  groups  over  the  age 
range  of  6-79  years. 

Periodontal  Disease  Among  Youths  12—17  Years,  United 
States  (No.  l4l,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA)  74— 
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1623,  PP-,  65  cents)  presents  national  estimates  of  the 
prevalence  and  severity  of  periodontal  disease  among 
youths  aged  12-17  years  in  the  United  States  according 
to  race,  sex,  age,  family  income,  education  of  head  of 
household,  and  geographic  region.  The  severity  and 
prevalence  of  periodontal  disease  wete  measured  by  the 
Periodontal  Index  (PI).  A  correlation  analysis  of  the  in¬ 
terrelation  of  the  PI  and  selected  demographic  variables 
is  also  included. 

Family  Background,  Early  Development ,  and  Intelligence 
of  Children  6-11  Years  (No.  142,  DHEW  Publication 
No.  (HRA)  75-1624,  42  pp.,  85  cents)  contains  na¬ 
tional  estimates  of  the  prevalence  of  selected  congenital 
and  other  early  developmental  health  problems  and 
analyzes  the  relationships  of  various  aspects  of  family 
background,  infant  health  status,  and  early  develop¬ 
mental  history  to  the  intellectual  development  and 
maturity  of  noninstitutionalized  children  6-11  years  in 
the  United  States.  The  findings  are  based  on  data  in  the 
Health  Examination  Survey  of  1963-1965. 

Series  13  (Data  from  the  Hospital  Discharge  Survey) 

Patient  Charges  in  Short-Stay  Hospitals,  United  States, 
1968-1970  (No.  15,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA) 
75-1766,  4l  pp.,  85  cents)  presents  data  on  the  utili¬ 
zation  of  short-stay  non-Federal  hospitals  based  on  data 
collected  in  the  Hospital  Discharge  Survey  from  a  na¬ 
tional  sample  of  hospital  records  of  discharged  patients. 
Number  of  discharges,  total  charges,  average  charge 
per  episode  of  hospitalization,  and  average  charge  per 
day  of  hospitalization  are  presented  by  sex  and  age  of 
patient,  geographic  region,  bed  size  of  hospital,  and 
type  of  hospital  service.  Average  charge  per  day  of  hos¬ 
pitalization  is  also  presented  by  length  of  stay  of  pa¬ 
tient. 

Inpatient  Utilization  of  Short -St ay  Hospitals  by  Diag¬ 
nosis,  1971  (No.  16,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA) 
75—1767,  71  pp.,  $1.  15)  shows  data  on  inpatient  utili¬ 
zation  of  non-Federal  short-stay  hospitals  in  1971.  The 
data  were  collected  by  the  Hospital  Discharge  Survey,  a 
continuous  survey  which  abstracts  information  from  a 
national  sample  of  hospital  records.  Information  is  pro¬ 
vided  on  the  first-listed  final  diagnoses  and  on  all- 
listed  diagnoses  (up  to  and  including  five  diagnoses) 
reported  by  inpatients  discharged  by  age,  sex,  and  color 
of  patients  and  by  geographic  location  and  bed  size  of 
hospital.  Coding  of  diagnoses  was  done  according  to 
the  Eighth  Revision  International  Classification  of  Dis¬ 
eases,  Adapted  for  Use  in  the  United  States.  Estimated 
number  and  rate  of  discharges  and  the  average  length  of 
stay  for  first-listed  diagnoses  are  used  as  measurements 
of  hospital  utilization. 


Series  14  (Data  on  health  resources:  manpower  and 
facilities) 

Inpatient  Health  Facilities  as  Reported  From  the  1971 
MFl  Survey  (No.  12,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA) 

74- 1807,  65  pp.,  $1.10)  contains  the  findings  from 
the  1971  Master  Facility  Inventory  (MFI)  Survey.  Data 
about  nursing  homes,  hospitals,  and  other  kinds  of  in¬ 
patient  health  facilities  include  numbers  of  institu¬ 
tions,  beds,  and  employees  as  well  as  types  of  owner¬ 
ship,  geographic  distribution,  and  comparisons  with 
other  surveys. 

Characteristics  of  Patients  Treated  by  Podiatrists,  United 
States,  1970,  (No.  14,  DHEW  Publication  No.  (HRA) 

75-  1809,  3 1  pp.,  70  cents)  is  the  final  report  in  a  series 

presenting  findings  of  a  nationwide  survey  of  podia¬ 
trists  conducted  by  the  National  Center  for  Health 
Statistics  during  January-March  1970.  This  report  de¬ 
scribes  patients  treated  by  podiatrists  during  one  week 
in  terms  of  patients’  sex,  age,  and  geographic  distribu¬ 
tion  and  by  selected  professional  characteristics  of  the 
podiatrists  and  the  clinical  setting  where  treatment  was  ' 
provided.  I 

JANUARY  1973  FINANCIAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
AFDC  FAMIUES 

The  National  Center  for  Social  Statistics  of  the  Social 
and  Rehabilitation  Service  has  recently  released  Part 
II-A  of  the  findings  of  a  sample  survey  of  families  re-  ' 
ceiving  benefits  during  July  1973  under  the  Aid  to  i 
Families  with  Dependent  Children  program.  Parts 
II-B,  III  and  IV,  to  be  released  in  the  future,  will  in¬ 
clude  additional  data  relating  to  financial  cir¬ 
cumstances,  services  to  families,  and  discontinuances 
of  AFDC  money  payments  during  calendar  year  1973.  ' 

Copies  of  Part  II-A  are  available  in  limited  supply 
from  the  National  Center  for  Social  Statistics,  Office  of 
Information  Sciences,  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Ser¬ 
vice,  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel¬ 
fare,  Washington,  D.C.  20201.  (BETTY  BURNSIDE, 
NATIONAL  CENTER  FOR  SOCIAL  STATISTICS,  telephone 
(202)  245-0534.) 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 

The  South  Carolina  Division  of  Research  and  Statis¬ 
tical  Services  of  the  South  Carolina  Budget  and  Control 
Board  has  recently  published  the  third  edition  of  the 
South  Carolina  Statistical  Abstract. 

The  1974  edition  contains  212  pages  of  statistical 
data  about  South  Carolina.  This  single  volume  provides 
information  gathered  from  many  sources  in  an  attempt 
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cal  Office  of  the  United  Nations,  New  Yotk,  N.Y. 
10017. 

TWO  NEW  SOCIAL  SECURITY  BULLETIN 
REPORTS 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  in  the  Social 
Security  Administration  has  announced  the  availability 
of  two  new  reports. 


to  highlight  the  key  characteristics  of  the  population, 
economy,  government,  education,  transportation,  ag¬ 
riculture,  and  recreation  of  the  State. 

This  edition  is  an  effort  to  provide  more  useful  in¬ 
formation  to  the  Governor,  the  Legislature  and  others 
who  wish  to  know  the  facts  about  South  Carolina. 

Abstract  may  be  obtained  from  the  Editor,  South 
Carolina  Statistical  Abstract,  Division  of  Research  and 
Statistical  Services,  Post  Office  Box  11038,  Columbia, 
South  Carolina,  29211,  for  $2.50  a  copy.  (THOMAS  P. 
Evans,  director,  division  of  research  and  statis¬ 
tical  SERVICES,  STATE  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  telephone 
(803)  758-2586.) 

1972  WORLD  TRADE  ANNUAL 

The  1972  World  Trade  Annual  (five  volumes)  has 
been  published  for  the  UN  Statistical  Office  by  Walker 
and  Company,  720  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y. 

)  10019.  This  is  the  tenth  issue  of  an  annual  series.  It 
presents  trade  in  1972  in  each  of  the  1312  most  de¬ 
tailed  commodity  items  of  the  UN  Standard  Interna¬ 
tional  Trade  Classification  (SITC)  as  provided  by  the 
following  24  reporting  countries:  United  States,  Cana¬ 
da,  Belgium-Luxembourg,  France,  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany,  Italy,  Netherlands,  United  Kingdom,  Den- 
I  mark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Austria,  Portugal,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Iceland,  Ireland,  Greece,  Israel,  Spain,  Finland, 

'  Yugoslavia,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Japan. 

The  data  are  in  commodity-by-reporter-by-trading 
partner  order  for  the  convenience  of  users  interested  in 
individual  commodities.  The  figures  cover  over  80%  of 
world  trade.  Value  data  are  in  thousands  of  U.S.  dollars 
and  quantity  figures  in  metric  units  are  also  shown, 
where  available  and  meaningful.  Total  imports  and 
total  exports  by  each  reporter  in  each  commodity  are 
shown  as  well  as  the  analysis  by  trading  partners  of 
provenance  and  destination. 

A  Supplement  (also  five  volumes)  to  the  1972  World 
Trade  Annual  presents  the  data  of  the  Annual  in  the 
geographic  order  of  about  147  trading  partners  which 
traded  with  the  24  reporting  countries;  the  trade  be- 
^  tween  the  24  reporters  is  omitted. 

Copies  of  any  of  the  volumes  can  be  purchased  sepa¬ 
rately.  Further  details  on  the  contents  and  prices  of  the 
volumes  may  be  obtained  from  and  orders  may  be 
placed  with  Walker  and  Company  at  the  address  shown 
above.  Government  and  intergovernmental  organiza¬ 
tions  may  also  communicate  directly  with  the  Statisti¬ 


State  Supplementation  Under  Federal  SSI  Program,  by 
Donald  E.  Rigby,  Social  Security  Bulletin,  November 
1974.  The  legislation  authorizing  the  supplemental 
security  income  (SSI)  program  provides  for  State  pay¬ 
ments  as  a  supplement  to  the  basic  Federal  SSI  payment 
to  aged,  blind,  and  disabled  persons.  For  former  public 
assistance  recipients.  State  payments  are  required,  if 
needed,  to  maintain  the  earlier  income  level;  for  newly 
eligible  persons,  the  provision  of  additional  State  pay¬ 
ments  is  optional.  This  article  discusses  State 
supplementary  payment  standards  and  provides  data  on 
numbers  of  persons  receiving  State  payments  and  on 
total  and  average  amounts  of  State  payments  for 
selected  months  since  the  SSI  program  began. 

In  January  1974,  more  than  1.8  million  persons  re¬ 
ceived  State  supplementary  payments  totaling  over 
$119  million.  By  June  1974,  the  number  of  persons 
receiving  supplementary  payments  decreased  by  ap¬ 
proximately  60,000  to  1,791,000,  but  the  amount  of 
State  payments  rose  to  $127  million. 

Work  Experience  and  Income  of  the  Population  Aged  60 
and  Older,  1971 ,  by  Gayle  B.  Thompson,  also  appeared 
in  the  Social  Security  Bulletin,  November  1974.  Utiliz¬ 
ing  data  obtained  from  the  March  1972  Current  Popu¬ 
lation  Survey,  this  article — the  first  report  on  the  1972 
Social  Security  Survey  of  the  Elderly — describes  the 
work  experience  and  concomitant  variations  in  earnings 
levels,  total  money,  income,  and  poverty  status  of  units 
aged  60  and  older  during  calendar  year  1971.  The 
analysis  focuses  upon  differences  among  four  major  age 
groups — 60-61,  62-64,  65-72,  and  73  and  older — and 
between  married  and  nonmarried  aged  units.  The  find¬ 
ings  demonstrate  that  work  and  earnings  are  critical 
factors  in  maintaining  income  adequacy  in  old  age. 

Single  copies  of  the  two  reports  described  above  are 
available  for  official  use  from  the  Publications  Staff, 
Office  of  Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Ad¬ 
ministration,  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and 
Welfare,  Room  1120,  1875  Connecticut  Avenue, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009.  (ROBERT  E.  ROBIN¬ 
SON,  OFFICE  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATISTICS,  SOCIAL  SEC¬ 
URITY  ADMINISTRATION,  telephone  (202)  382-3261.) 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR 
PRINCIPAL  FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

January  1975 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsible  for 
the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  given  below.  These  are  target  dates  that 
will  be  met  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Occasionally  agen¬ 
cies  may  be  able  to  release  data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may 
be  forced  by  unavoidable  compilation  problems  to  re¬ 
lease  a  report  one  or  more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  month 


covering  release  dates  for  the  following  month.  The  in¬ 
dicators  are  identified  by  the  titles  of  the  releases  in  ) 
which  they  are  included;  the  source  agency;  the  release  I 
identification  number  where  applicable;  and  the  Busi¬ 
ness  Conditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series 
included,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  informa¬ 
tion  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in  publications  of 
the  sponsoring  agencies.  ; 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 
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DATE 


January  2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

3 

6 

6 

6 

8 

8 

9 

9 

10 
10 


SUBJECT  DATA  FOR 

Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release),  Census,  C-30 

(69)  . November 

Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories,  and  Orders,  Census, 

M3-1  (20,  65,  852) . November 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  Federal  Reserve 

(FRB),  H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  December  24 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  Ending  December  24 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserve  and  Condition  Statement  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4. 1  (93).  .  .Week  Ending  December  31 
The  Employment  Situation,  (household  data)  Bureau  of  Labor 

Statistics  (BLS),  (40,  44,  841-848) . December 

Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  G.  19  (66,  113) . November 

U.S.  Government  Security  Yields  and  Prices,  FRB, 

G.  14  (1 14) . December 

Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders,  Census,  M4-A 

(506)  . November 

Retail  Trade  Report  (Press  release).  Census,  (54) . December 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 

(72) . Week  Ending  December  31 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6 

(85,  102,  103) . Week  Ending  December  31 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93)  .  .Week  Ending  January  8 
Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  release).  Census,  (54)  .  .December 
The  Employment  Situation  (establishment  data), 

BLS,  (1,  21,  41,  42,  43,  740,)  . December 
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DATE 


SUBJECT 


DATA  FOR 


January  10 
15 


Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release),  Census,  BW . November 

Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales,  Bureau  of  Economic 

Analysis  (BEA),  (31,  56,  71,  851) . November 

Personal  Income,  BEA,  (52,  53) . December 

Wholesale  Price  Index.  BLS  (55, 

58,  750,  751,  752,) . December 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 

(72) . Week  Ending  January  8 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  Ending  January  8 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.  1  (93).  .Week  Ending  January  15 
Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-year  Mortgages, 

HUD,  (118) . January  1 

Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary),  BEA,  (200,  205) . 4  Q  ’74 

Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  G.  12.3 

(47,  853) . December 

Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20  (28,  29) . December 

Capacity  Utilization  in  Manufacturing,  FRB,  E.5  (850) . 4  Q  ’74 

Consumer  Price  Index,  BLS,  (781,  782,  783,  784)  . December 

Real  Earnings,  BLS,  (741,  859)  . December 

Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’  Shipments 

and  Orders,  Census,  (6,  24,  25,  96,  647,  648) . December 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  January  15 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103)  . Week  Ending  January  15 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93).  .Week  Ending  January  22 
Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury  Bulletin 

(115,  116)) . December 

Major  Collective  Bargaining  Settlements,  BLS, 

(748) . 4  Q  ’74  and  1974 

Housing  Vacancies  (Press  release).  Census,  H- 1 1 1  (857) . 4  Q  ’74 

Productivity  and  Costs  in  Private  Economy,  BLS . 4  Q  ’74 

Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census,  FT-900 

(500,  502,  512) . December 

Merchandise  Trade  Balance,  Balance  of  Payments 

Basis,  BEA,  (536,  537) . 4  Q  ’74 

Advance  Business  Conditions  Digest,  BEA: 

(12,  33,  69,  813,  817) . November 

(5,  10,  17,  45,  59,  62,  810,  811,  814,  815,  816, 

820,  825,  830,  853,  860) . December 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  January  22 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

103) . Week  Ending  January  22 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.1  (93).  .Week  Ending  January  29 
Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS,  (2,  3) . December 

Defense  Indicators,  BEA,  (625) . December 

Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories,  and  Orders,  Census, 

M3-1  (20,  65,  852)  . December 

Agricultural  Prices  (Agriculture)  . Mid-January 
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SELECTED  NEW  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  FORMS 


The  following  listing  gives  brief  descriptions  of 
selected  new  reporting  plans  and  forms  approved  in  the 
previous  month  by  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Reports 
Act.  These  descriptions  provide  information  on  surveys 
and  data  collection  programs  currently  being  started  or 
soon  to  be  started. 

Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

Survey  of  scientific  and  technical  personnel  in  industry 
(singletime). — This  survey  is  designed  to  determine 
the  feasibility  of  conducting  a  sample  survey  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  employment  situation  of  scientists,  engineers,  and 
technicians  in  private  industry  via  mailed  question¬ 
naires.  About  70%  of  the  persons  employed  in  these 
occupations  are  in  industry.  Since  comparable  data  have 
not  been  collected  since  1970,  this  pretest  is  aimed  to¬ 
ward  providing  up-to-date  information  on  the 
employment  patterns  of  technically-trained  personnel 
in  private  industry.  (For  further  information:  Roger 
Bugenhagen,  Economic  Censuses  and  Surveys  Division, 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  telephone  (301)  763-7735.) 

1 974  Census  of  Agriculture.  This  census  is  required  by 
Title  13,  United  States  Code,  Section  l42,  and  by  the 
Agriculture  and  Consumer  Protection  Act  of  1974 
(P.L.  93-86).  It  is  the  twentieth  nationwide  Census  of 
Agriculture  and  will  continue  the  series  of  statistics 
that  have  been  updated  on  a  5-year  cycle  since  1920, 
and  on  a  10-year  cycle  since  1840.  For  1969,  a  "short” 
data  collection  form  will  be  used  for  the  smaller  farms. 
All  data  collected  on  the  short  form  will  also  be  col¬ 
lected  on  the  “regular”  form,  which  will  be  sent  to  the 
Nation’s  larger  farms  (those  with  $2,500  or  more  of 
sales  in  1974).  The  respondents  for  this  census  will 
consist  of  approximately  4,250,000  farm  operators  and 
others.  Names  and  addresses  associated  with  agricul¬ 
tural  programs  are  obtained  from  administrative  rec¬ 
ords  and  specialized  lists.  A  limited  supply  of  informa¬ 
tion  copies  of  the  form  are  available.  (For  further  in¬ 
formation:  J.  Thomas  Breen,  Chief,  Agriculture  Divi¬ 
sion,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  telephone  (301)  763- 
5230.) 
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Census  of  agriculture  services,  1974  (singletime). — This 
census  will  collect  data  for  establishments  (approxi¬ 
mately  150,000)  primarily  engaged  in  performing  op¬ 
erations  classified  as  agricultural  services  under  the 
"07”  group  in  the  Standard  Industrial  Classification 
Manual.  The  information  will  be  published  as  Volume 
III,  Agricultural  Services  of  the  1974  Census  of  Agricul¬ 
ture.  The  tabulations  will  include  such  information  as 
number  and  type  of  establishments  involved  in  agricul¬ 
tural  services,  their  gross  receipts,  labor  involved,  an¬ 
nual  payroll,  and  related  data  for  agricultural  service 
activities  by  geographic  location.  (For  further  informa¬ 
tion:  Wilmer  R.  Maxham,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  tele-  , 
phone  (301)  763-7466.)  j 


Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis 

Survey  of  firms  changing  methods  of  inventory  valuation 
(singletime). — In  the  last  several  months,  many  large 
industrial  firms  have  made  public  announcements  indi¬ 
cating  that  they  are  changing  or  planning  to  change 
their  methods  of  inventory  valuation  to  increase  the  use 
of  the  last-in,  first-out  (LIFO)  method.  Because  the 
procedures  used  by  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  in 
the  Department  of  Commerce  to  prepare  the  estimates 
of  inventory  investment  and  corporate  profits  compo¬ 
nents  of  gross  national  products  utilize  the  proportion 
of  inventories  reported  on  LIFO,  these  changes  raise 
questions  concerning  the  accuracy  of  the  published  es¬ 
timates  of  these  components. 

These  estimates  are  also  used  by  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  in  preparing  their  revenue  estimates  for  the 
next  year.  The  survey  requests  the  firm  to  provide  some 
detail  about  the  change  of  valuation  methodology,  i.e., 
in  which  of  the  company’s  fiscal  years  did  the  change 
occur,  the  percentage  of  the  firm’s  inventories  which 
were  affected,  a  restatement  of  the  firm’s  net  income 
before  tax  for  the  year  in  which  the  change  occurred, 
and  the  change  in  reporting  method  on  some  census 
forms  which  may  have  occurred  at  the  same  time.  (For 
further  information:  Irving  Rottenberg,  Department  of 
Commerce,  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis,  Telephone: 
(202)  523-0757). 

Statistical  Reporter 


telep! 
dustr 
perie 
occur 
ing  c 
fects 
other 
Davi' 
partr 


Dep< 

Alee 

tion 


N, 
natii 
12  J 

dru^ 

used 

bitu 

coca 

tion: 

duel 

anal 

(For 

stiti 

Soci 

V 

supi 

prol 

fror 

sch< 

tior 

on 

fam 

corr 

Ian, 

382 


De| 

f 

(sir 

the 

eva 

dir 

thr 

hoi 

De( 


Bureau  of  Domestic  Commerce 

Effect  of  natural  gas  curtailment  (occasional). — This 
telephone  “pulse  feeling”  effort  for  commercial  and  in¬ 
dustrial  establishments  will  be  activated  in  areas  ex¬ 
periencing  natural  gas  curtailments,  if  and  where  they 
occur.  The  questionnnaire  elicits  information  regard¬ 
ing  contractual  arrangements  with  gas  distributors,  ef¬ 
fects  on  employment,  and  possible  substitutions  of 
other  energy  sources  for  gas.  (For  further  information: 
David  Cohen,  Bureau  of  Domestic  Commerce,  De¬ 
partment  of  Commerce,  telephone  (202)  967-3674.) 

Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 

Alcohol,  Drug  Abuse,  and  Mental  Health  Administra¬ 
tion 

Nationwide  drug  abuse  survey  (singletime). — This 
nationwide  household  survey  of  4,000  individuals  aged 
12  and  older  seeks  to  determine  the  extent  of  illicit 
drug  use,  by  age,  sex,  region,  and  by  the  various  drugs 
used.  These  drugs  include:  alcohol,  tranquilizers,  bar¬ 
biturates,  amphetamines,  marihuana,  hashish,  heroin, 
cocaine,  opium,  methadone,  LSD,  and  others.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Commission  on  Marihuana  and  Drug  Abuse  con¬ 
ducted  similar  surveys  in  197  1  and  1972  so  that  a  trend 
I  analysis  will  be  possible  after  the  data  are  collected. 
(For  further  information,  Louise  Richards,  National  In¬ 
stitute  on  Drug  Abuse,  telephone  (301)  443-1514.) 

Social  Security  Administration 

/975  Retirement  history  survey  (singletime). — Study  to 
supply  data,  unavailable  from  other  sources,  on  the 
problems  and  adjustments  attendant  upon  withdrawal 
from  the  work  force  by  older  Americans.  This  interview 
schedule  will  be  used  in  the  fourth  round  of  data  collec¬ 
tion  in  the  10-year  study.  Information  will  be  collected 
on  work  experience,  retirement  preparations,  health, 

I  family  contacts  and  interaction,  level  of  living,  and  in¬ 
come  and  assets.  (For  further  information:  Lola  M.  Ire- 
lan.  Social  Security  Administration,  telephone  (202) 
382-4546.) 


Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 

Housing  assistance  supply  experiment,  survey  of  landlords 
(singletime). — This  is  part  of  a  new  research  program, 
the  Experimental  Housing  Allowance  Progtam,  to 
evaluate  the  concept  of  channeling  Federal  assistance 
directly  to  families  in  need  of  housing  instead  of 
through  organizations  in  the  business  of  providing 
housing.  The  supply  experiment  will  be  run  in  two 


metropolitan  areas  of  approximately  200,000  popula¬ 
tion  each:  Green  Bay,  Wise.,  and  surrounding  Brown 
County;  South  Bend,  Ind.  The  experiment  is  designed 
to  determine  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  direct  assistance 
approach  and  to  test  alternative  administrative 
mechanisms  for  initiating  a  full-scale  operating  pro¬ 
gram.  (For  further  information:  Garland  Allen,  De¬ 
partment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  tele¬ 
phone:  (202)  755-5606.) 

Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Mines 

Weekly  coal  monitoring  system — This  joint  Interior- 
Federal  Energy  Administration  telephone  monitoring 
system  is  intended  to  record  on  a  timely  basis  the 
amounts  of  coal  stocks  and  receipts  by  industrial  users, 
as  well  as  employment  and  output  effects  during  an  in¬ 
terruption  of  shipments  from  coal  mines.  This  system 
is  integrated  with  a  comparable  Federal  Power  Com¬ 
mission  effort  for  utilities.  (For  further  information: 
Arthur  Berger,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Department  of  the  In¬ 
terior,  telephone  (703)  557-0260.) 

Department  of  Labor 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Residential  property  taxes  (annual). — Data  on  residen¬ 
tial  property  taxes  will  be  collected  for  17,000  address¬ 
es  distributed  over  approximately  600  local  areas.  The 
information  will  be  used  as  a  basis  for  measuring 
changes  in  the  costs  of  homeownership,  a  component  of 
the  Consumer  Price  Index.  The  data  will  be  published 
in  a  residential  property  tax  index,  either  as  a  part  of 
the  homeownership  component  of  the  CPI  or  indepen¬ 
dently,  when  data  are  available  for  2  consecutive  years. 
(For  further  information:  John  Marcoot,  Department  of 
Labor,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  telephone:  (202) 
393-3674.) 

Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Survey  of  flue  gas  desulfurization  process 
(singletime). — This  research  effort  consists  of  visits  to 
and  surveys  of  30  utility  plants,  existing  or  under  con¬ 
struction,  with  a  flue  gas  desulfurization  capacity.  The 
questionnaire  is  aimed  at  determining  both  the  techni¬ 
cal  characteristics  and  economic  aspects  of  this  station¬ 
ary  pollution  abatement  equipment.  (For  further  in¬ 
formation:  Wade  H.  Ponder,  Office  of  Research  and 
Development,  EPA,  telephone  (919)  549-2915.) 
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PERSONNEL  NOTES 


ATOMIC  ENERGY  COMMISSION 

Leon  Gilford  has  accepted  the  position  of  special 
Assistant  for  Reliability  in  the  Reactor  Research  and 
Development  Division  of  AEG  (soon  to  be  the  Energy 
Research  and  Development  Administration).  He  was 
formerly  Chief  Statistician  and  Director  of  the  Office  of 
ADP  in  the  Tariff  Commission. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL 
RESERVE  SYSTEM 

Division  of  Research  and  Statistics:  DANIEL  KRABILL, 
Economist  in  the  Capital  Markets  Section,  and  David 
L.  Hamilton,  Economist  in  the  Financial  Structure 
Section,  have  transferred  to  the  Office  of  Managing  Di¬ 
rector  for  Operations.  MARYANN  GRAVES,  Economist 
in  the  Banking  Section,  has  transferred  to  the  position 
of  Editor-Writer  in  the  Office  of  Managing  Director  for 
Research  and  Economic  Policy. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Economic  Research  Service:  BYRON  Bernston  has  been 
appointed  Assistant  to  the  Deputy  Administrator,  Re¬ 
source  and  Development  Economics.  BENJAMIN  BLAN¬ 
KENSHIP  is  the  new  Director,  Information  Division,  re¬ 
placing  Wayne  Dexter  who  recently  retired. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
Social  and  Economic  Statistics  Administration 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  The  International  Statistical 
Programs  Center  has  reported  the  following  changes  in 
its  overseas  advisory  staff:  ALEX  E.  LiSTOE  has  com¬ 
pleted  a  tour  of  duty  with  the  United  Nations  De¬ 
velopment  Program  Mission  in  Ethiopia  where  he 
served  as  Data  Processing  Adviser  to  the  Central  Statis¬ 
tical  Office. 

Charles  Merzel  has  completed  a  tour  of  duty  as  In¬ 
dustry  and  Construction  Statistics  Adviser  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Afghanistan  and  returned  to  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  for  reassignment  in  the  Agricuture  Division 
where  he  will  be  working  on  planning  for  the  1975 
Census  of  Agriculture.  WALLER  WYNNE,  JR.  has  been 
assigned  to  Riyadh,  Saudi  Arabia  for  a  1-year  tour  of 


duty  as  Population  Census  Adviser  to  the  Central  De¬ 
partment  of  Statistics.  ANTHONY  BONI  has  been  as¬ 
signed  to  San  Salvador,  El  Salvador  for  a  tour  of  duty  as 
Education  Sector  Analysis  Adviser  to  the  Ministry  of 
Education.  JOHN  N.  ADAMS  has  been  detailed  to  the 
United  Nations  for  assignment  to  Dacca,  Bangladesh  as 
Data  Processing  Adviser  to  the  Bureau  of  Statistics 
with  initial  concentration  on  the  computer  processing 
of  the  1974  census  of  population  and  housing. 

Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis:  BRUCE  D.  PHILLIPS, 
formerly  of  the  National  Planning  Association,  has 
joined  the  Regional  Economic  Analysis  Division  as  an 
Economist.  ALFRED  I.  JACOBS,  Chief  of  the  Business 
Outlook  Division,  has  retired  from  Government  ser¬ 
vice. 

HONOR  AWARDS 

George  Jaszi,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Economic 
Analysis,  Department  of  Commerce,  has  been  selected 
to  receive  the  1974  Rockefeller  Public  Service  Award 
for  Professional  Accomplishment.  The  tax-free, 
$10,000  cash  award,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Jaszi  and 
four  other  winners  on  December  4. 

Mr.  Jaszi  has  devoted  36  years  to  the  development  of 
a  system  designed  to  measure  and  analyze  the  economic 
processes  of  the  Nation.  The  Gross  National 
Product — the  market  value  of  the  Nation’s  output  of 
goods  and  services — is  the  most  important  part  of  the 
system  of  accounts  which  Mr.  Jaszi  helped  to  develop. 
These  accounts  are  important  tools  in  analyzing  the 
economy  and  formulating  both  public  and  private 
economic  policy. 

Born  in  Budapest,  Hungary,  Mr.  Jaszi  holds  degrees 
from  the  London  School  of  Economics  and  Harvard 
University.  A  past  recipient  of  the  Gold  Medal  of  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  the  National  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  League’s  Career  Service  Award,  he  is  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Statistical  Association  and  of  the  National 
Association  of  Business  Economists.  He  has  represented 
the  United  States  at  international  conferences  and  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Conference  on  Income  and 
Wealth. 


For  sale  by  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
Price  50  cents  (single  copy).  Subscription  Price:  $5.25  domestic  postpaid,  $1.35  additional  for  foreign  mailing. 
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